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off his course. But these crews knew their ground so
well that they were never taken in, and if there was
any doubt they dropped a parachute flare, which showed
up these artificial towns. On our return journey, the
pilot dropped one of the flares and the whole countryside
below us was lit up. This was in order to enable the
observer to carry out one of his instructions, which was
to look out for German troop movements. The enemy
were in the habit of rushing up troops under cover of
darkness. Everything was still, however, and even the
observer could see no movement.
When we had returned, the Colonel said that it was
the first time in the squadron's experience that the
Germans had held their fire, and he thought that it
might be due to the fact that they had learnt of the
planned counter-offensive and did not want to reveal
new gun positions. By the time we had reached the
good hard ground again, I was sorry that there had not
been more excitement.
The flight had taken a litde over two hours, and by
the time we got back to headquarters it was 2.30 in
the morning. I was anxious to know what adventures
Taylor Henry had had over Cambrai. He was waiting
for me when I arrived, but I could see at once that
something was wrong. Alas, poor Henry ! His 'plane
had had engine trouble and he had not been able to
leave.
We went to bed for a short time, getting up early
to go to another air-base about 50 miles away. After
lunch in the mess we visited the air-field and talked to